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25X1 i, Bebwaen% an‘éi"'m Jtﬁ:e 19d2, no air activmy was obgerPedei Gott is ailrfisld.
: Jet ers vere onga.rve a’lof't’ od 1,3 4 and 1‘1 July and siz @la«aug:un clenee

L, on "/';.no“z July, oL .

2. The following air activity wes observed at the #ield ba,tween 2-apd 16 Tuly:
2. 99 <igere vag LLtbLe air act;vny in fair weather

§ ngya ﬁi(‘:»l‘gs {r"cnced "ijng in formations of nd ussto+ 10 planas.

. haz'q was favorabls weather. - - -
.
-
g_&m; Intensive formation flying was practiced @uring the early moralag,
* Th "‘ e [ — e PERTRT L PO DT o ’ ’ )
. 5 apd 6 Muly, . Wo air activity sfved, v R t.oa -
¢ L5 oa::_r Lact yit‘y was obg f?“go CLTE

- Z El! mﬁere vas. ulr ac{; vi A ;‘f"ﬁ'{‘ixsn The sky Was 8,/10 ovarcast,
"8 July, Ya.k-l]..; and MiG-15s wBr& RIBTL, -

9 July, There wes 1ight air®aBtivity by Yak-1ls,-- - - .

10 :Tuf]_.z‘. Ko 'I;lanes' were observed alof*¥; g .
, 1; J'ul;;i A jfeyx fl;ghts were made' by swept-back jet fighters during the.

morning, e oo Bk . e -

'}g July, 'There uas no sir actlvm Y . e

Tt [ I " SR [
131, afd 157001y, THefe uas intenskve air activisy by HMiG-15s,

» ) 1
' 15 Jaly. No flights wére'ébéemd;’ T
’ ‘ o : B “e e maew e .
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[some of the VPL pilot students who were corside-d

nnl it would be replaced and that former pilots, not older thawn 35 weurs,
would alsc be employed, Hs further stated that bad experlences wiere made
yith non-party memters and with party members e® ®ell aml that ths VPL
had &een on alert status I between 17 ar® 30 June 1963,

I mid-July, swept-back jeti i‘ighters with eolored upper edzas on their
riudder assemblies were observed at the field. Censiderably many airera’t
erates were still stored in the northeastern corner of the ficld and no

‘erates were shipped avay up to 16 July. © The Fichte Strasso alonz tha

q’m)iﬁ‘@rn edge of the field was again velessed for public traffic. Theps
124 beer a board fence Most boards of which were removed by local
_z.'-t;s..uen'tm

The following air activity waes observed st the fisld betwesn 11 aud
22 July:

Ly, Swept-back jet fighters flying individuyliy and in formetiong
two pt’ac‘*cad over Cottbus throughout the day, 'I};ere was dall weathor,

i2 duly, Thers was no air activity because of reiny weather,

DI Y B@ﬁmen 3 pen, and

_ 30 pom., dil"CI’é”ft tock off in groups of wo
and assembled Lo formatlon

353

of four,

Betveen 3 vom. and 4 Dol MiG-15 and U-MIC 15 planes pmcti&i'sd
n formations of i‘iva and individual local {14 shts were made by

: . Between © p.m. and 6:30 pom.,, thers wos the same air acihivitr as
o the precw?_’mg day. ‘

;mgwml;z& Throughout the day, there was air activity by planes in Aom‘a"u.cr*s
of four and six, The sky wes cloudy,

19 Lo 21 Jvly, Ho air activity vas observed.

22.9uY, ¥o swept-back jet fighters were statiored at the i’:i.eldql
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o The noythsa ster'n coz.‘ner of the f‘mld wer sh:. ned away, {;n 2-” A :.rd
aly, each 10 crates were shipped on the Spreeweld railroad to Cotb
zibt stabion whers they were trunsloaded on flatears, There was iothnsd
activity on the sits whore the erates were stored. Additional craies wire
haulzad to the loading remp from which souree inferred that the about &
cratas walch still remained on the site om 25 July would be also shioped
away. Source observed at the freight station vhere the crates vere traiis-
loadsd that the side doors of many crates were oper; that no aireraft vere
1;151 de, and that the imner walls were apperently lined with insulaticg

b

=
slats,

frior to 22 July, the Funker Ksgerne at the fleid was ogeupied by VPL.!
On 11 July, sedens | [vore 25X1C
varksd on the 4limeYKE in Cottous. 2
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On 21 July, no aireraft were observed on the landing field or in the
nangars which were open except for ome. At 11:%0 a.m,, 26 aireraft
ware loaded on the spur track. At 1 p,m. at Cctthus railroad statias:,
two flstears leaded with two alreraft erates, esch guarded by four
Soviet soldiers, wers coupled to a freight train bound for Frankfurt)’
{Oder., The number of aircraft crates observed at the field at that tiire
was reduced by about 30, 7 On 27 July, no aircraltc were observed at “he
field and 15 aircraft crates were loaded on the landing field. I{flevs:h

25X1X
railroed tank cars with fuel arrived at the field on 21 July. ‘

i-‘:zoviet soldlera and alrerait had llelt

[__IComment,

the field znd allegedly were transferie'd to Welzow and that airerafit
crates wvere shipped away on 21 July.

| the Soviet air unit had left ths
Tield about 21 July and that the jeb fig'hters had departed shortly bifcre
21 July.

[ [the Spreewald railroad “ine to the airfiel wis
blocked for supply goods for 5 or 6 days bezinning on 25 July becaas:
loeding operations were to be performed at the fiﬂld :

On 26 July, no aireraft were stationed at the fiold and no activity was
obzerved there. Yorty to 50 large crates were stored on the edge of &h
field. [ lsix large containers - :sre
near the fuel dump alongz the Cottbus-Werben road. Two Sowiets and a WE
sentry vere posted in the terrain which was bslieved to be a collaective
point for empties. i

Commert, The cbssrved air activity by MiG-15s supports the
asrumption that the aircraft vwere mostly flown by 3Soviet pilots.
| | The svacuation of Cottbus airfield about |
20 and 21 July 1953 was previously revorted
16 July 1953 and abbut

% obgerved 24 MiG«15g at W ai
=158 on 2N iu]yc It is believed thak

‘the Soviet training regiment of the VPL was. agein equipped with MiG- 3z
ard orgenized as a tactical unit, The present lo'a\,ion of the remailing
50 to 60 MiG-158 which, besides those at Welzow zirfield, arrived at
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. Cottbas In April 1953 has not been detormiced. No information has bskn

recelved on the present location of tho VPL units previously stationkd
in Cotibug. VPL Regt 602 which was formerly stationed in Kameng ig |
probably located at Drevitz airfield.
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[l Comment, Most of the aireraft srates were probably vacant what:
being shippad avay. Probebly only the two crates which were guarded by
Soviets cont insd aircralft. The aireraft crates wore shivped away ia
conjunction with the evacuation of the field in owrder to preserve this.
valuable materisl from destruction by other units or the ropulation.!

The former Funker Kaserne is occunied ty the VPL opsiations
staff which was transferred from Berlin-Johannisthal to Cottbus.
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